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TURKEY. 

The quarantine camp at El Tor. 

Cairo, Egypt, April 17, 1902. 

Sir : The outbreak of Asiatic cholera among the pilgrims returning 
from Mecca and the large number detained in quarantine at El Tor in close 
and dangerous proximity to my post suggest the importance of the 
fullest information to the Department, especially in view of the fact 
that the United States has no representative in the international sani- 
tary board. 

The pilgrimage to Mecca this year has been exceptionally heavy and 
nearly 40,000 of the pilgrims, it is estimated, come from the north. 
There are now 8 or 10 shiploads detained at El Tor in quarantine and 
cholera is officially reported to exist among them. It is not. therefore, 
inopportune now that they are returning to their homes, and in view of 
the existence of cholera in their ranks, to give some description of the 
measures which have been taken to prevent the spread of this scourge. 
These measures may be divided in accordance with their object into 2 
classes. The first class aim solely at preventing any returning pilgrims 
from entering Egypt by any other door than El Tor and thus insure 
that all shall have undergone a period of quarantine. The second class, 
after the collection of the pilgrims at El Tor, aim at arresting the prog- 
ress of the epidemic there, and fighting it at that place by the most 
efficacious means and allowing only those who are considered incapable 
of carrying the infection to leave for Europe or Egypt. Thus, in the 
first place, rigorous measures have been taken to oblige all the pilgrims 
to go to El Tor to purge their quarantine. 

Notwithstanding the extreme irksomeness to the steamship owners of 
the quarantine measures, none of the steamers will try to escape them, 
as none will be admitted to the port of Suez except upon the production 
of their bills of health. The danger of infection will thus be limited 
to the small groups of pilgrims who. shipping in "sambouks," try to 
effect a clandestine landing on the shores of Egypt, or those who try, 
either singly or in caravans, to reenter Egypt by land. To both, nature 
opposessome very great difficulties. Those who embark in "sambouks" 
will have, it is said, to land at great distances from any habitation, and 
without previously arranged means of transport across the open desert. 
They would risk a miserable death from hunger and thirst. The clan- 
destine landings will doubtless be always attempted in proximity to an 
inhabited place. All these places are being closely watched by boats 
and steamers in the Egyptian and Soudan government services. The 
whole of the Egyptian Eed Sea coast is being patrolled to prevent any 
attempted landing. In addition to this, all the roads leading from the 
coast inland are beiDg watched by the administrative authorities. So 
that, even if some pilgrims were to evade the cruisers, and land, they 
would be nearly sure to be caught, when they would be held at the dis- 
position of the quarantine authorities. The difficulties attendant upon 
an attempt to enter Egypt by land are still very much greater. The 
question of isolated travelers crossing the Arabian desert may be dis- 
missed, as it is impracticable except for fairly large caravans. All the 
Bedouins of the Sinai Peninsula know that the caravans should go to 
El Tor, and the garrison of Nakel, which has been specially strength- 
ened for the purpose, is occupying the principal well on the caravan 
route and has received orders to convoy all caravans arriving at Nakel 
to El Tor. Besides this, a strict watch is being kept upon the banks of 



IT 57 May 16,1908 

the Suez Canal by the canal company's agents and by the coast guards, 
who would report to the quarantine authorities any pilgrims who had 
succeeded in eluding the marauding Bedouins. Such are, in brief, the 
measures that have been taken to render El Tor the only door into 
Egypt for the returning wanderer. 

The El Tor camp. 

El Tor is situated 120 miles to the south of Suez on the eastern coast 
of the Arabian Gulf. It lies in a wide plain, between the sea and the 
cliffs of the Sinaitic range which border the horizon at a distance of 
about 10 miles from the coast. Boats from Suez take twelve or fifteen 
hours to reach El Tor. but by land the caravans take from five to six 
days. The shore on which the quarantine camp has been established is 
constantly swept by a strong breeze. On arriving at El Tor the pil- 
grims disembark into large boats which are towed by a tug to three dis- 
infecting stations. Each of these stations is separated into two parts for 
the different sexes. The goods and clothing of each pilgrim are then 
placed in numbered sacks which are placed in the disinfecting ovens, 
where they are subjected to a temperature of 120° F. for a space of 
twenty minutes. Such objects as would be spoiled by the heat of the 
stoves are dipped in a solution of corrosive sublimate. An inspection 
of the vessel which brought the pilgrims is also made in order to see 
that everything has been disembarked. 

The vessel itself then goes through a thorough process of disinfection. 
While the disinfection of these goods and clothing is proceeding the 
pilgrims are conducted into a spacious dressing room. Here they 
receive each a sterilized gallabieh with which to cover their nakedness. 
Then they pass on to the bathroom, where, according to the choice of 
each, the pilgrim may have a cold or hot douche or a cold or hot sea- 
water bath. The washing over, they proceed to another room where 
their disinfected goods are handed back to them. While dressing them- 
selves in their disinfected garments in this room they receive a visit 
from the quarantine doctor, and the list of their names is taken by the 
passport authorities. All these operations, which are gone through in 
a most thorough manner, are finished within an hour. The pilgrims 
are passed through each station in.batches of 40. The quarantine sta- 
tion is thus able to pass through over 100 pilgrims an hour. 

In cases of great urgency the electric light which has been fitted up, 
allows the disinfection to be proceeded with during the night. On 
leaving the disinfecting house, the pilgrim and his clothes have been 
cleared of any germs with which they might have been infected. His 
goods are placed on the railway which connects the different sections of 
the encampment together, and he and all his comrades from the same 
ship are told off to the section of the camp destined for their accommo- 
dation. In the case of the sick the routine is somewhat different : 

On disembarkation they are at once conveyed to one of the three hos- 
pitals, according to the nature of their sickness. The process of disin- 
fecting the clothes of the sick is carried out in a small establishment 
attached to each hospital for the purpose. 

The sections. 

The section to which the healthy pilgrim, on leaving the disinfecting 
station, is conducted, forms a large rectangle 200 meters long by 50 
meters wide. This space is inclosed by a high fence and is separated 
on either hand from the next section by a similar plot of ground. The 
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ground is laid out in 4 rows of 25 tents, each of which will accommo- 
date 6 pilgrims. At the corners are situated the tents of the doctor, the 
sanitary guards, and the representative of the ministry of the interior. 
Each section also contains a general provision store, a restaurant, and 
the necessary sanitary provisions. The pilgrims are visited individu- 
ally twice a day by the doctor, who dispatches any that are sick to the 
proper hospital . In cholera times the period of quarantine is fifteen days, 
provided the health of the section remains good. If a case of cholera 
occurs the period of quarantine starts afresh, and the piigrims in the sec- 
tion are kept until fifteen days shall have elapsed since the last case of 
cholera occurred. It is thus only when the possible date of incubation 
of the germ has been passed that the pilgrims are considered free and 
allowed to reembark on their ship. For Egyptian pilgrims, who have 
no long sea voyage to undergo before reaching the port of disembarka- 
tion, the period of quarantine is eighteen days instead of fifteen days. 

From the moment a section is occupied t>y a batch of pilgrims, the 
doctor, attendants, shop-keeper, restaurant-keeper, and all hands are 
strictly isolated, and communication with the rest of the camp is only 
possible by means of the telephone, which has been recently fitted up. 

A cordon of soldiers surrounds each section. The whole camp itself 
is entirely surrounded by a fence similar to that which incloses a sec- 
tion, and is guarded by soldiers, stationed at short intervals, to prevent 
all evasion on the part of anybody. Finally, the whole plain in which 
the camp is situated is watched by posts of Bedouins stationed on the 
commanding points of the hills at the back. At night the sections are 
illuminated by electric light, which renders the watching easy. 

The camp contains 40 sections, of which 20 are destined to be occu- 
pied and 20 to remain empty. Each section accommodates 600 persons, 
so that the camp is capable of housing 12,000 pilgrims at one time. 

In the life which the pilgrim must lead in the section comfort and 
distraction are of necessity wanting, but, at least, none of the necessities 
of life are absent. The stores are well provisioned, and the goods are 
sold at a fixed tariff, which has been previously submitted to and 
approved by the quarantine board. This tariff is printed and posted 
up in Turkish and Arabic in each section. For destitute pilgrims, what- 
ever their nationality, the Government provides 2 meals a day. The 
daily ration consists of 5 drams of soup, 250 drams of bread, and 1 roll 
of cooked lentils, rice, beans, or other vegetables. Meat is added to 
this ration in the case of Egyptian pilgrims. 

The hospitals. 

As soon as a pilgrim in a section is discovered to be ill he is taken to 
the hospital, while his effects, of which an inventory in duplicate is 
taken, are, after disinfection, consigned to the service of the Beit-el-Mal. 
There are actually 3 hospitals at El Tor, built in masonry and furnished 
with every medical comfort. The 2 first are, respectively, for men and 
women, and.each section contains 30 beds. They are destined to receive 
ordinary cases of sickness. The third is divided into 2 parts for men 
and women, and is destined especially for surgical cases. It accommo- 
dates 10 women and 10 men. 

An important innovation has been established this year by the instal- 
lation of a dairy of 20 cows furnishing fresh and natural milk to replace 
the concentrated article, which many patients can not take. 

Besides the masonry-built hospitals, temporary and distinct ones have 
been fitted up for suspicious cases and for those which are recognized as 
contagious. Suspicious cases are placed in officers' tents, each contain- 
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ing 2 beds, while contagious cases occupy wooden huts, fitted with 
adjustable screens, opening and shutting, to allow of the regulation of 
the atmosphere of the interior in accordance with the outside tempera- 
ture or the needs of the patient. The camp is provided as well with a 
bacteriological laboratory, a dispensary, and everything needful for the 
object in hand. Good water is abundant, and both the wells and the 
conduits have been specially guarded against contamination. 

Such is the brief description of the quarantine camp at El Tor — a 
numerous and experienced body of nurses and doctors, under the orders 
of the president of the quarantine board. Dr. Buffer, who is vigilant 
and indefatigable in his efforts to avoid a cholera epidemic. The 
Egyptian Government has left nothing undone in support of the efforts 
of the quarantine board, and if cholera can be kept out of this country, 
there is every prospect that it will be so this year, although it is near 
and the danger serious. 

Eespectfully, John G. Long, 

Agent and Consul- General. 

Hon. Assistant Seoeetaey of State. 



Foreign and insular statistical reports of countries and cities — Yearly and 

monthly. 

Africa— Sierra Leone.— -Week ended March 29, 1902. Estimated 
population, 40,000. Total number of deaths, 13. No contagious dis- 
eases. 

Week ended April 11, 1902. Total number of deaths, 8. No con- 
tagious diseases. 

Bahamas — Dunmore Town. — Two weeks ended April 25, 1902. Esti- 
mated population, 1,232. No deaths and no contagious diseases. 

Governors Harbor.— Two weeks ended April 26, 1902. Estimated 
population, 1,500. No deaths and no contagious diseases. 

Green Turtle Cay — Abaco. — Two weeks ended April 23, 1902. Esti- 
mated population, 3,314. No deaths and no contagious diseases. 

Inagua. —Three weeks ended March 31, 1902. Estimated population, 
1,800. No deaths and no contagious diseases. 

Long Cay— Fortune Island.— Two weeks ended April 27, 1902. Esti- 
mated population, 3,661. No deaths and no contagious diseases. 

Nassau.— Two weeks ended April 28, 1902. Estimated population, 
12,535. Number of deaths not reported. No contagious diseases 
reported. 

Brazil— Ceara.— Month of February, 1902. Estimated population, 
50,000. Total number of deaths, 91, including 14 from enteric fever. 

British Colombia — Vancouver. — Month of April, 1902. Estimated 
population, 28,000. Total number of deaths not reported. One death 
from diphtheria reported. 

British Guiana — Demerara — Georgetown.— Month of March, 1902. 
Estimated population, 30,567. Total number of deaths, 207, including 
10 from tuberculosis. 



